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October 31, 2017

To all holders of permits issued pursuant to HRS § 188-31 and used for commercial purposes,

On September 6, 2017, the Supreme Court ruled in the case of Umberger vs DLNR, Civ. No. 12-
1-2625-10 (JPC) that use of small mesh nets to take aquatic life for aquarium purposes is
subject to Hawaii Environmental Policy Act compliance, HRS Chapter 343. Based on this
opinion, the case was remanded to the Circuit Court for further guidance.

On October 27, 2017, Circuit Court Judge Crabtree issued an order declaring that all permits
issued or renewed to commercial collectors pursuant to HRS § 188-31 are illegal and void. We
are notifying you of this order.

DLNR has not issued new or additional permits under § 188-31 since the Supreme Court’s
opinion was issued. That policy shall remain in effect until the HEPA compliance requirement is
met or until further action by an appropriate court.

4&@//@

Suz eD. Case Chairperson
Board of Land and Natural Resources




