
LICENSING PORTAL HOW-TO GUIDE

This guide serves as a tool for the navigation and usage of The State of Hawai‘i
Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR) Division of Aquatic Resources
(DAR) online license/permit portal. (https://fishing.hawaii.gov)
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To purchase a license or
permit through the portal for

the first time, please visit
https://fishing.hawaii.gov 

and click “CREATE AN
ACCOUNT”. 
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CREATE AN ACCOUNT

The registration page will ask for your personally identifiable information

https://fishing.hawaii.gov/
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CREATE AN ACCOUNT

When entering your mailing address, a popup will appear with United States Postal
Service (USPS) Address Verification. This function is enabled during account

creation, the “Address” tab, and “Account users” tab when adding additional users.

If a valid address is
identified, the USPS

validated and standardized
version will be offered.

In cases of an invalid address, or
one that the system cannot

recognize, the originally entered
address will be accepted.

These rules do not apply for international addresses.



Finally, after clicking the two boxes confirming you have read and agree to the
Site Agreement and the reCAPTCHA, you will be able to click “REGISTER”. 
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CREATE AN ACCOUNT

When you are redirected to the login page and see the message below, check your
email for a message with subject “DLNR-DAR: Please Activate Your Account”. Click
the activation link and then follow the directions for how to log in to your account.

[your email]

You will then be asked to
create a password that
meets the requirements

displayed in red. 



Once you see this screen, check
your inbox for an email with 
the subject line “DLNR-DAR: 
Security Verification Code” 

to retrieve the code. 

Click the box underneath “Where Should We
Send Your Code?”, select your preferred 

contact method from the drop down menu. 
Then click “SEND ME A CODE”. The email

should arrive within a minute.

5

LOG IN TO YOUR ACCOUNT

If you have already
created an account for

https://fishing.hawaii.gov,
enter your Email or

Username and Password
and then click “LOG IN”.

After you enter your code, 
click “LOG IN”.

You will then be redirected to
your My Account page.

Note:
If you do not

see the email in
your inbox,
check your
spam/junk
folders.

https://fishing.hawaii.gov/


To start a new application, click “APPLY FOR A LICENSE/PERMIT”.
This button is also available in the Applications & Licenses/Permits tabs.

Use these tabs
to update your

account information

Use these tabs to view applications,
licenses, permits, and payments
associated with your account.

If indicated in Action Items,
please first add your address

and enter your physical
appearance by clicking on
the links under “My Action
Items” before moving on to

submit an application.
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SITE NAVIGATION

This is your My Account Home tab. Click on each grey tab to navigate between sections.



This is your Account Users tab where you can view and edit account holder
information as well as view and add up to nine (9) additional accounts. Before

applying for a license or permit for another individual, you will need to first create a
profile by clicking “ADD ADDITIONAL USER”.

When you have entered all
required information, click 
“SAVE CHANGES” to return

to Account Users page
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COMPLETE ACCOUNT INFORMATION



When you have entered all
required information, click 

“SAVE AND GO TO STEP 2”. 
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APPLY FOR A LICENSE - STEP 1 

Navigate to the Applications tab by clicking on the tab directly or the “APPLY FOR A
LICENSE/PERMIT” button in My Account Home or Licenses/Permits tabs.

To start a new application, click “APPLY FOR A LICENSE/PERMIT”. 

Step 1 will ask you for: 
1.  License/Permit Type 
2.  License Start Date*
3.  License Holder 

* Once you submit your
license application, you are

able to change the date
once, and only in certain
instances (read more)



If you plan to use the license during
a commercial fishing charter trip,

you will be prompted to provide the
charter company’s name.

9

APPLY FOR A LICENSE - STEP 2 

Step 2 will ask you about how and where you plan to use your license.

When you have entered all required information, click “SAVE AND GO TO STEP 3”. 



Step 3 will ask you to review your permit application and correct any errors or
missing fields if you have not completed your account information - marked with a

red X to the left of a category title. Click “Edit” to make changes.

When all errors have been corrected, only green checkmarks will
appear to the left of each category, and you will be able to continue.

Click the “SAVE AND GO TO STEP 4” button.

APPLY FOR A LICENSE - STEP 3
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After reading and clicking the
acknowledgement box, click
“SAVE AND GO TO STEP 5”.

Step 4 will ask you to review and acknowledge three
affirmation statements regarding your application.

APPLY FOR A LICENSE - STEP 4
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APPLY FOR A LICENSE - STEP 5

Step 5 will review your total amount due and ask for your payment information.

When completed, click “SUBMIT APPLICATION”.
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You can also download a PDF version of your
license or permit in the Licenses/Permits tab.
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APPLY FOR A LICENSE - STEP 6

Step 6 will confirm your license or permit has been processed and you will receive
an email with the subject line “DLNR-DAR: License/Permit Processed”
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CHANGE LICENSE DATE   

This is your Licenses/Permits tab. If you need to change the date(s) of a 1 Day or 
7 Day Nonresident Recreational Marine Fishing License, you may do so for

qualifying licenses by clicking on “CHANGE LICENSE DATE”.

You may change the effective date of your license under these conditions: 
Deadline to make updates: 11:59 PM HST
the day before your license's Effective Date. 
Changes are not permitted on the day your
license goes into effect (Effective Date)
Once the initial license's Effective Date passes,
the "Change License Date" button will disappear. 
You cannot change the date retroactively. 

This is a one-time courtesy; be sure to verify the date before proceeding.
No other exceptions are allowed. 



After the renewal period closes on 7/1, these buttons
will disappear and a new application will be required.
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RENEW YOUR LAY NET PERMIT

You are able to renew existing Lay Net Permits during the renewal period (5/1 - 6/30).
If you have a permit that can be renewed, buttons will appear on the

“My Account Home” and “Licenses/Permits” tabs.

During Step 1, the radio button “Existing License / Permit Renewal Application”
only appears if you have a permit that can be renewed.

If there are multiple people on the
account, only those eligible will

show up in the drop down menu.



Your permit will be available
for immediate download.

Your license status will be listed as “Renewed-Active on 7/1”.

16

RENEW YOUR LAY NET PERMIT

After renewing your Lay Net Permit, the permit will be available for immediate
download. Additionally, the license status will be listed as “Renewed-Active on 7/1”

on the “Licenses/Permits” tab, and the orange button to renew on the 
“My Account Home” tab will disappear.

Before renewing
After renewing
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DOWNLOAD YOUR LICENSE/PERMIT

These are example licenses and permits. You do not need to print out your license,
but solid cut and dotted fold lines are provided if you choose to do so.

This is your Licenses/Permits tab. To download a PDF version  of your license or
permit, click on “DOWNLOAD LICENSE/PERMIT”.



You can access the pop-up Help page by clicking on your name in the upper right
corner of the screen, and then clicking on “Help” from the dropdown menu. 
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HELP AND ASSISTANCE

This is the Help page. It contains
underlined, clickable links and a

reference table for both the Lay Net
Fishing Permit and Nonresident

Recreational Marine Fishing License. 
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HELP AND ASSISTANCE

This is your Messages tab. If you have any remaining questions, please contact the
licensing portal administrators by clicking “CREATE NEW MESSAGE”. 

You can choose from 4 message types:
1.  Website Issue
2.  Application Question
3.  Payment Question or Issue
4.  License Question

You will receive a confirmation
email after you send your message

and a notification email when a
team member responds.

When you have entered all required
information, click “SEND MESSAGE”. 

Account Creation/Logging In Email: fishinglicense@hawaii.gov
Phone: 808-587-0109
In-app Messages TabEverything Else

* Support Hours: Weekdays from 8:00 AM to 3:30 PM HST (excluding State holidays)

Issue Contact *

mailto:fishinglicense@hawaii.gov
tel:+18085870109

